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close to tho sea in the dark to within one mile of the place
where Barker landed on a catamaran with two rascally 3-
pounders on old truck carriages, taken out of a country snow.
Contrivances were invented to furnish cartridges and grape
and at last we made 60 rounds, got ropes to drag the guns
and appointed 30 or 40 Marines to that service.   As soon as
day-light  discovered our situation, and   tho   bomuUie<lge
about a mile to our front, Majoi- Mention marched with his
noble artillery and tho Marines towards the town, whilst the
Engineers remained with the Pioneers to support him in
case of need.   Having no hircars or guides, he happened to
fall in at once with a strong brick redoubt, which defended
tho north part of tho town, and received some shot, but
wheeling quickly to the left he took the ad vantage of a bank
and entered a grand street without opposition or firing more
than one shot to lei the enemy know he had cannon.   He
marched down tho, street he had entered till ho came to a
church where he took post within 500 yards of the fort, and
sent orders to me to march along the sea-side and tako post at
the flag-staff and marine-storehouses which were about 600
yards to the eastward of tho fort, and the fort is, I believe, at
the distance of a mile and a half from the sea.   This was
easily effected and tho colours taken, so that by 10 o'clock we
were lodged on tho north and (mi of tho fort with no greater
loss than 3 men killed and one wounded.   Provisions wore
luokily found in the town, which was largo and tho best-built
I have seen in India ; but we had no lascars, sepoys or the
necessary black attendants, and we were hai'dly superior to
the garrison, which we could only invest on two sides.   Tho
redoubt called Fort Dauphin was very troublesome in our
rear ; wo therefore determined to bombard it, and accordingly
threw in about a dozen 10-inch shells the 30th at night, on
which the garrison abandoned it and retired to Fort St. Lewis,
This opened our communications with tho country, but still
p?e had many difficulties and no small apprehensions of